The Energibyerne model and experiences were used as a showcase
in a recent study showing the power of collaboration between small
and medium sized cities on their path to climate neutrality
The Danish SmartEnCity Network "Energibyerne" model and experiences were used as a center study case in the recently published
study: "The Power in Working Together Exploring how Small and Medium-sized Municipalities are Collaborating for Ambitious Climate Action".
The Energibyerne's experiences, collaboration and hard work was used as the main case for the study showcasing the accomplishments
of the network and how can their joint efforts in creating the network and good example working together can be replicated.
Abstract
Reaching the 1.5°C target of the Paris Agreement not only requires ambitious goals from national governments, but also the active participation of local
municipalities. It is in cities where climate actions need to be implemented to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and reach the international and national
climate goals. While the importance of cities and their participation in networks has been well researched, studies have systematically neglected the
committed individual agents in small and medium-sized cities and overlooked the importance of national networks. To address these research gaps, this
thesis firstly investigates the key factors influencing climate policy implementation in small and medium-sized Danish municipalities. Secondly, it looks at
how local climate managers use their municipality’s membership in national networks to increase this action implementation. To gather empirical data,
twelve semi-structured interviews with seven municipal representatives and five representatives of two national city networks, and four informal discussions
were held. Documents were also collected and analyzed. Through comparative content analysis, it was found that the main functions derived from network
participation are direct exchanges between the climate managers, mobilization of others in the municipality, accounting of greenhouse gas emissions, and
project support. These functions helped overcome key limitations the actors faced within the municipality related to a lack of legal competences,
administrative resources and internal support for climate work and financial resources. This has implications for city networks which have been focusing on
larger cities and not including smaller cities who have less capacity and would benefit most from the functions provided by them. Key recommendations are
that small and medium-sized municipalities should join municipal networks since they have a high potential to gain from them to overcome inherent barriers
associated with lower capacity. Moreover, municipal networks should tune their offerings to fit the diverse needs of their members and to not only focus on
large and already ambitious cities but also smaller ones and newcomers. Lastly, future research should be done on national adaptation networks to
compare with the findings from this thesis. To conclude, this thesis shows how small and medium-sized municipalities can take on ambitious climate plans
and actions through collaborations and truly using the power in working together.
Download full study here. (https://lup.lub.lu.se/student-papers/search/publication/9055753)

1. september 2021

TemplateTags() in code (Designs/ProjectZero/_parsed/pdf.parsed.cshtml). Remove before going live...

ProjectZero | Alsion 2 | 6400 Sønderborg | tlf. 31 68 30 90 | post@projectzero.dk (mailto:post@projectzero.dk) | CVR 29 21 56 42

