The Nordic Centre of Excellence NORD-STAR (Nordic Strategic Adaptation Research)
pursues the vision of a Nordic region that can adapt sustainably to the inevitable impacts of climate change and the unintended consequences of climate policy. NORDSTAR’s work involves cutting-edge science, sound economics and effective communication. Its goal is to enable Nordic stakeholders to design and implement successful
adaptation policy and practice. NORD-STAR fosters a comprehensive and strategic
approach to climate adaptation, making a novel contribution to the Nordic adaptation
knowledge base.

Nordic innovation
NORD-STAR presents two key innovations. First, state-of-the-art climate visualisation techniques
and policy-analysis tools help to bridge the gaps between adaptation science, practice and policy.
Second, by linking climate adaptation with mitigation, NORD-STAR results will help public and private stakeholders at all levels to improve strategy development and decision-making.

Research focus
NORD-STAR focuses on two developments critical to both climate impacts and climate policy: landuse change and energy transitions. In the context of these developments NORD-STAR researchers –
drawing on backgrounds in the social and natural sciences, business and economics – analyse and
communicate needs and opportunities for strategic adaptation using two methodological approaches: scientific visualisation and modelling, and policy analysis. This results in four cross-cutting research areas:
Interactive land-use modelling, visualisation and decision support
Energy transition modelling
Land-use trade-offs affecting adaptive capacity
Energy transition management

NORD-STAR research questions
What constitutes a strategic approach to addressing the dual challenge of adapting
sustainably to the inevitable impacts of climate change and the unintended consequences of climate policy?
How can dialogue and innovation best be used to advance adaptation strategies in
the Nordic region?

Training and dialogue
NORD-STAR also hosts a graduate training programme involving a Nordic alliance of accredited
universities and institutions that provide world-class education through solutions-oriented and
tool-based courses. Dialogue with Nordic stakeholders further ensures the societal relevance of
NORD-STAR’s research findings, and enables an effective response to new knowledge needs.

An open centre
The NORD-STAR consortium consists of nine core partners from the five Nordic countries. Additional research organisations and non-academic stakeholders add value to NORD-STAR as associate
partners by contributing financial, human, or other resources. The open-centre nature of NORDSTAR allows it to grow and flourish, not only in the Nordic countries but also in other regions,
making possible a global constellation of STARs.

Management
Representatives of each of the nine partners form the NORD-STAR council, which is the centre’s
supreme decision-making body. It is chaired by the NORD-STAR director, Professor Michael Goodsite. NORD-STAR is organised along three domains: the scientific domain (led by Professor Richard
Klein, who also serves as NORD-STAR co-director), the graduate training domain (led by Dr Brynhildur Daviðsdóttir), and the societal dialogue domain (led by Professor Björn-Ola Linnér). The director, the three domain leaders and the deputy chief scientist Sirkku Juhola form the NORD-STAR
management team, which is supported by a controller and an assistant, and overseen by an administrative manager.

The NORD-STAR consortium
Aalto University
Aarhus University
Chalmers University of Technology
Linköping University
Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration
Norwegian University of Science and Technology
ProjectZero
Stockholm Environment Institute
University of Iceland

Contact
For more information on NORD-STAR, please contact info@nord-star.info
or visit www.nord-star.info.

NORD-STAR is the Nordic Centre of Excellence on Nordic Strategic Adaptation Research.
It has been awarded NOK 30.5 million in funding by the Norden Top-Level Research Initiative
sub-programme ‘Effect Studies and Adaptation to Climate Change.’

